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ing face powder, should be absolutely free from oil or grease,
which would have a tendency to come through the face powder
and cause the skin to become grea.sy or shiny, especially during
warm weather. As this type is almost entirely made tip from
stearic acid, it is advisable to have some of it in its free (un-
saponified) state, so that when it is applied to the skin, it will
leave a protective film or coating on the surface which will pre .
vent the powder, rouge, dust and other impurities from getting
directly into the pores. Furthermore, it makes a good founda-
tion for the face powder and acts as a protection to the skin
against both sun and wind.
There are other creams which enjoy a large sale, for sunburn
and chap, astringent and bleach, as examples. The first is worthy
of our attention, as it has a real legitimate field of usefulness. It
should contain simple, mild antiseptics or medications such as
boric acid, phenol, oxide of zinc, menthol, balsam of Peru and
benzoin. Of the astringent and bleach creams, the less said the
better. Either they do not contain the properties ascribed to
them and are an imposition on the public, or, if they do contain
them, they are undoubtedly harmful.
In manufacturing toilet creams only the purest of materials
should be used, regardless of price. Instead of using just the
ordinary white mineral oil, the type which has been purified for
internal administration should be used.
The one question asked by women more often than all others
combined concerning cream is: "Will it make hair or down grow
on my face?" Some commonly used white mineral oils contain
sulphur. One of the most common remedies prescribed by scalp
specialists for loss of hair is sulphur in the form of a lotion or an
ointment. Does it not, then, seem reasonable that a cream pos-
sibly containing traces of sulphur as a heritage from the white oil
from which it is made, might, in constant daily use, intensify the
natural tendency of hair or down to grow upon the face? This
idea may be rather far-fetched, but if there is anything in it